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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,

DEPARTMENT OF STATE.
W hereas., by section 4 of an act entitled **An act to provide for the preparation and
publication of a new edition of the Revised Statutes of the United States.” approved
March 2. IST7. as amended by an act approved March 9, iR78, it i~ provided as

follows, viz:
That said new edition shall be completed in manuscript by said commissioner by the

first day of January. anno Domini cighteen hundred and seventy-eight. and by bhim
presented to the Secretary of State for hix examination and approval. who is herehy
required to examine and compnre the same, as amerded, with all the amendatory acts,
and, within two months after having been submitted to him. and when the same shall be
completed. the said Seeretary shall duly certify the same under the seal of the Secretary
of State. and when printed and promulgated a~ herein provided the printed volume
shall be legal evidence of the laws therein contained, in all the courts of the United
States, and of the several States and Territories, but shall not preclude reference to, nor
control. in ense of any diserepaney, the effect of any oviginal act a~ passed by Congress
since the first day of December eighteen hundred and seventy-three. and said Secretary
shall cause fifteen thousand copies of the same to be printed and bound at the Govern-
ment Printing Oftice. under the supervision of said commissioner. at the expense of the
United States, and without unnecessary delay:

Now. therefore. I. William M. Evarts, Secretary of State. do hereby certifv that [
have examined and compared said new edition, ax amended, with all the amendatory
acts passed up to the close of the second session of the Forty-fourth Congress, and that
the following is the new edition of the first volume of the **Revised Statutes of the
United States.” prepared. printed. and published according

Done at the city of Washington. this eighteenth day
February. A. D. 1878 and of the Independence of the
United States of Amerien the one hundred and second.

WM. M. EVARTS.

it




PREITACEK.

By an act of Congress, approved March 2, 1877 (v. 19. c. 82, p. 268). authority was
given for the appointment by the President of a commissioner, whose duty it should be to
prepare and publish, subject to the examination and approval of the Secretary of State,
“a new edition of the first volume of the Revised Statutes of the United Sta

The jurisdiction of the commissioner was defined and limited by the statute. He was
directed to incorporate into the text of the first edition of the statutes all the amendments
made since the first day of December, eighteen hundred and seventy-three, including
those made by the Forty-fourth Congress, with marginal references to the acts of amend-
ment and to the decisions of the several courts of the United States. with like references
to all the statutes passed in the same period, which, in the opinion of the commissioner,
might in any manner affect or modify any of the provisions of the first edition of the
Revised Statutes.

He was directed also to include in the new edition the Articles of Confederation,
the Declaration of our National Independence, the Qrdinance of Seventeen Hundred
and Eighty-seven for the Government of the Northwestern Territory. and the Constitu-
tion of the United States, with foot-notes referring to the decisions of the Federal courts
thereon. These papers were not printed with the first edition of the statutes.

This edition is not in any proper sense a new revision of the Statutes of the United
States. The commissioner was not clothed with power to change the substance or to alter

the language of the existing edition of the Revised Statutex, nor could he correct any errors

or supply any omissions therein except as authorized by the several statutes of amendment.
Of specificamendments, thereare, however, several hundred, which have beenincorporated
with the text. The portions of the statutes repealed are printed in italics and included
in brackets, and the new matter introduced is printed in the ordinary roman letter and
also included in brackets.

Sov much of the work as affects the text of the present edition has heen examined,
under the direction of the Hon. William M. Evarts, Secratary of State, by Hon. Charles
P. James, one of the commissioners by whom the first edition of the Revised Statutes was
prepared.

Theacts of Congress passed since the first edition of the Revised Statutes was issued,
and affecting the text thereof, are referred to in the margin of the vespec tive ~ections so
affected.

In this edition. full, and. it is believed. complete notes of reference to the opinions of
the Supreme Comt of the United Statex will be found under the several paragraphs of
the Constitution to which the opinions respectively relate, and refereace is also made to

v
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
DEPARTMENT OF STATE.

Whereas, by section 2 of an act entitled “An act providing for publication of the
Revised Statates and the laws of the United States,” approved June 20, 1574, it is pro-
vided as follows, viz:

“SEC. 2. That the Secretary of State is hereby charged with the duty of causing
to be prepared for printing, publication, and distribution, the Revisad Statates of the
United States enacted at this present session of Congress ; that he shall cause to be com-
pleted the head-notes of the several titles and chapters, and the marginal notes referring
to the statutes from which each section was compiled and repealed by said revision, and
references to the decisions of the courts of the United States explaining or exponnding
the same, and such decisions of State courts as he may deem expedient, with a full and
complete index to the same. - And when the same shall be completed, the said Secretary
shall duly certify the same under the seal of the United States, and when printed and
promulgated as hereinatter provided, the printed volnmes shall be legal evidence of the
laws and treaties therein rontained in ull the courts of the United States and of tlie
several States and Territories ;"

And whereas, by section 3 of raid act, it is further provided that ¢ the revision of
the statutes relating to the District of Columbia, to post roads, and the public treaties
in force on the first day of December, one thousand eight hundred and seventy-three,
with a suitable index to each, shall be published in a separate volume, and entitled and
labeled ¢ Revisad Statutes relating to District of Columbia and Post Roads. Public
Treaties ;'”

And whereas, by section 1 of an act entitled “An act providing for the authentica-
tion of the Revised Statutes of the United States and for preserving the originals of ali
laws in the Department of State,” approved the 28th day of December, 1874, it is pro-
vided “ that the ceriificate to the printed velume of the Revised Statutes of the United
States required by said section 2 of the act of June 20, 1874, shall be made by the Sec-
retary of State under the seal of the Department of State :”

Now, therefore, I, Hamilton Fish, Secretary of State,
do hereby certify that the following are the Revised Stat-
utes relating to the District of Columbia and to Post Roads,_
2\ as enacted by Congresr on the 22d day of June, 1874, and

| the Pnblic Treatier in force on the first day of Decem-
ber, one thousand eight huudred and seventy-three, pre-
pared, printed, and published according to the provisions
of the said first-mentioned act of June 20, 1874.

In witness whereof I have hereunto subscribed my
- name and caused the seal of the Department of State to
— ke affixed.

Doue at the city of Wushiagton this 28th day of June, A. D, 1875, and of the Inde.

=

pendence of the United States of America the ninety-ninth. -
HOAMILTON FiSH, -
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FORTY-THIRD

CONGRESS OF THHE UNITED STATES, AT THE FIRST SESSION, BEGUN
AND HELD AT THE CrIrY OF WASIHINGTON, IN THE DISTRICT OF
COLUMBIA, ON MONDAY, THE FIRST DAY OF DECEMBER, EIGHTEEN
IIUNDRED AND SEVENTY-THREE.

AN ACT

'To revise and consolidate the statutes of the United States, gen-
eral 2nd permanent in their nature, reiating to the District
of Columbia, in force on the first day of December, in the
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and seventy~

three.
<
CHAPTER ONE.
ORGANIZATION AND GOVERNMENT.
Sec. See.
1. Territorial area. 32. Forfeiture of office for refusal to take
2. A body-corporate for municipal pur- oath. .
poses ; powers and limitations. 33. T'enalty for false swearing.
3. Governor, appointment and term of | 34. Quorum of legislative asscmbly.
office. 35. House to determine qualifications of
4. Qualiications. its members.
5. Salary, how payablo, 36. Rules of each house and choice of offi-
G. Powers and duvies. cers.
7. Veto power. 37. Opening of council.
8. Pussage of Dbills over governor’s veto. | 38. Opening of house.
9. Vote, how taken. 39. Expulsion of members.
10. Bills not returned within ten days. 40. Punishment of non-members for con-
11. Secretary, appointment, qualitications, tempt.
and term of office. 41. Adjournment.
12. Salary, how payable. 42. Yeas and nays.
13. Duties of secretary. 43. Where bills mnay originate.
14. When to act a8 governor. 44. Vote or tinal passage.
15. Provision in case of vacancy in offices | 45. Bills to be read at large.
of both governor and secretary, 46. Suliject of act to bc embraced in title.
16. Legislative assembly. 47. Restrictions upon legislation in appro-
17. Council; number and qualifications priation bills,
«f members. 48. When acts take effect; emergency
18, Appointment and term cf oftice. clause.
19. House of delegatos; term of servico | 49. Extent and limitations of the legisla-
and qualitications of members. tive power.
20. Apportioument of council and delegato | 50. All acts subject to repeal, &c., by Con-
cistricts. gress.
21. Formation of districts, how prescribed. | 51. Extra allowances to officers, contract-
22. Salaries of members of legislative as- ors, &c., prohibited.
sembly. 52. Unaunthorized contracts void.
23. Additional allowance to presiding ofi- | 53. District not to give its credit, &c., to
cers. corporations or individnals.
24. Officers of legislative assembly. 54. Special laws ; in what cases shall not
25. Salaries. be passed.
26. Time of meeting of legislative assem- | 55. Legierutive assembly net to relenso
ly. . indebtedness to the Diatrict.
27. Length of sessions. 36. Nor to cstablish banks of circulation
28, Limitation of sessions. or authorize issue of currency.
29. Restrictions upon members. 7. Legislative assembly not to pass cer-
30. Unitzd States ofticers prohibited from tain laws,
being members. 98. Right of saffrage not to be abridged.
31. Oath of members. 8. Free schools.
R 8 II 1
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